_-“':

l
|ll_..\\\:'(,\\\"/||l\\'|’|l I

News from the MONTANA
District

ONTANA

Volume 32, Issue 2
Spring 2007

ISSIVE_

LIFE ina FISHBOWL

I recently purchased a Beta fish for my workplace. The other day as | watched it swim
around, | found myself wondering just what the “fish” saw as it looked out at my world.

Life in the parsonage has often been likened to “living in a fishbowl.” If that observation
is true, then as a pastor’s wife, | could be called the “fish” here to share what / see.

I see Christian people, a congregation of believers to which my husband has been
privileged to shepherd. | see fellow sinners, redeemed by the precious blood of Jesus,
congregated for worship and Christian fellowship. | see caring and concerned friends in
Christ — friends compelled to witness the Gospel message. | even see a few confidants
and women who study God’s Word with me. All in all, | see people just like me whose

lives might not be as public as mine.
How might church members see the pastor’s wife? Permit me to make a few observations:

Everyone knows who the pastor’s wife is and expects that she will know them.
People often believe the pastor’s wife is merely an extension of the pastor and his gifts,
with the same expectations of his knowledge, counseling skills, opinions, and talents.

Many assume the pastor’s wife is “on call,” just as her husband is, no matter the time of day or night.

Sometimes the pastor’s wife is given the “jobs” in the church that no one else wants, even
though her talents might be in other areas.
The pastor’s wife is sometimes expected to be the model wife, mother, leader, and friend.

Since the pastor’s wife is just like everyone else — sins and all — the water in the

: -. parsonage “fishbowl” can become cloudy!

How can a congregation or an individual change its perceptions of a pastor’s wife?
Here are a few suggestions:

1.

2.

10.

i

See her as a person, someone who has God-given unique talents and abilities. Treat her
as any other Christian friend.

Get to know and accept her for herself. Laugh with her, celebrate with her, and even
weep with her.

Introduce her by name to others, not as The Pastor’s Wife.

Ask her to do tasks that fit her abilities; praise her on a job well done; allow her the
opportunity to say “no.”

Remember she is also a wife and mother; she deals with the same joys and frustrations
those roles produce.

Pray for her to be a God-pleasing helpmate for her husband.

She is not privy to everything the pastor knows. Don’t quiz her or expect her to betray
her husband’s confidences.

She really does not know the answer to everything church-related, such as the location
of items in the church office, the times and dates of every church meeting, and so forth.
Surprise her with “Pastor’s Wife Appreciation Day.” Rejoice in your friendship in
Jesus Christ. Appreciate one another.

As sisters in Christ, marvel at all that God is accomplishing...and then continue to
“swim” together in Christ’s service and to His glory!

Contributed by Shari Miller, a pastor's wife.
Reprinted from the Lutheran Woman's Quarterly, Winter 20006, with permission.
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Rock in Sioux Falls!
2007 LWML Convention
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The Impact of the Living Christ

The immediate impact of Jesus’ resurrection from
the dead was dramatic:

e With one word from the risen Jesus, Mary
Magdalene’s tears of sorrow turned to tears of joy.

e After seeing the risen Christ, His disciples — who
had fearfully gone into hiding — began to witness
openly and boldly, seemingly no longer afraid
of anything!

Nearly two thousand years later, is the risen Christ still
making this kind of difference in the world? When you
look around the world this Easter season, what do you
see?

e You see people finding forgiveness and a fresh start
through faith in the living Christ, and then sharing
that forgiveness with the world around them. %

e You see people persevering through trials, and
testifying that it is Christ and His life that give them
the strength and the hope to carry on.

e You see people reaching out with Christ’s love and
mercy to those who are suffering or neglected.

Moreover, this is not only happening in the world
around you, it is also happening for you and within you!
Take a few moments to reflect on what Christ has done
for you, and you will see that the power of the risen
Christ has changed your life in many ways:

e Because Christ has won for you the victory over sin,
death, and the devil, you know that there is now no
condemnation for you who are in Christ Jesus.

e Because the risen Christ has promised that He will
be with you always, even to the very end of the age,
you have the comfort of knowing you are never
truly alone.

Because Christ supplies all your needs, you know
you can do all things through Christ who strength-
ens you.

e Because Jesus Christ lives, and because He shares
with you all that is His, you know that everlasting
life is yours.

All of that is yours because you know that (6) ’
your Redeemer lives! What comfort that )

sweet sentence gives! Amen.

Crown of Glory

Faithful member Gert Knutson of Deer Lodge received her
place in heaven on March 20, 2007. She was active in LWML
for many years and attended many district conventions. Her

heart just could not keep up with her. She will
be missed by the LWMLers in Deer Lodge.

N

e it the family and friends of Gert Knutson.
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And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. And he called his disciples to him and said to
them, "Truly, | say to you, this poor widow has put more in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box.

The Purple Pocket

Have you ever heard of the LWML “purple pocket™?
Probably not, since it is something | have been
brainstorming about for the last month. It is my special
challenge to each of you. All you need is a piece of

purple material of any kind which you sew or somehow
month.
fourth month eight cents, the fifth month 16
a4 128 cents, the ninth month 256 cents, the
$40.95. If 100 women in the district complete this
accept this mission, please bring your “purple pockets” to

fasten into a pocket. Make it as fancy or plain as you
wish. Place it where you can see it the first day of each
The first month put in one cent, the second month two
) cents, the third month four cents, the
/r‘z
)ﬂ cents, the sixth month 32 cents, the
< seventh month 64 cents, the eighth month
10" month 512 cents, the 11" month 1024
cents and the 12" month 2048 cents. The total will be
challenge, in addition to their regular mite giving, we will
add $4,095 towards our mite goal. If you choose to
the 2008 Montana District LWML Convention in Billings
on April 25-27, 2008.

Mark 12:42-43 ESV

“Are you coming to South Dakota? Have you
registered? Plan to join the thousands of LWML women
and friends of LWML as we worship, gather in the
Word, participate in servant activities, select mission
grants, pray, sing, pray, laugh, hug, walk

words from LWML President Reiser
ensuring us that there still is room at the
convention. We want to see you there. At
this time, we have about 80 sisters and
brothers in Christ attending the
convention from our district. Let’s really
talk to others and try to get that number up to 100.
Please join us as we “ROCK” together in Sioux Falls.

As you are reading this, please take a
moment to say a special prayer of
thanksgiving that we have surpassed our
national LWML mite goal of $1,625,000!
Praise the Lord!

Blessings to each of you as you “serve the
Lord with gladness.”

His Eye is on the Sparrow

Grace LWML of Three Forks hosted the Divide Zone
Spring Rally on Saturday, April 21, 2007. The theme was
"His Eye Is on the Sparrow" based upon Matthew 10:29
and Psalm 84:3. Rev. Larry Miller led a Bible study based on the
theme. The study helped participants look at many aspects of birds
and our own Christian lives.

The ladies showed their own love and care in appreciation for God's
gifts. The goal was to complete 65 layette kits for Lutheran World
Relief in recognition of the 65th Anniversary of LWML! Gifts from the
Heart was a collection of layette kit items. After a brunch, some
women assembled and packed the kits as a servant event. Others
made baskets for the Senior Center in Three Forks. These resembled
bird's nests, and the theme verses were attached.
Fifty baskets were completed for the Senior Center
and 32 layette kits were prepared for the LWR
collection on April 27.

e

Lolo LWML Report

Although we have lost half our membership

within the last 18 months, Christ the Light LWML,
" Lolo, is still functioning with three faithful women.

Our 2006 community project, funded by
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, provided
10 blankets in addition to bath towels and
washcloths and bed sheet sets for the 35
residents at Hawthorne House, Missoula, .
Our Christmas donation sent 30 pounds of clothing and gifts
to Montana Developmental Center at Boulder, Montana. At
our monthly meetings we are studying Reverend Reiner’s
Bible study “Ready, Set, Change.”

Where two or three come together in My name, there [
am with them. Matthew 18:20
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Human Care Emulates the
7 Love of Jesus

| wonder what kind of human care was missing from
the life of a young man who carried so much hate in his
heart that he desired to murder fellow students and
himself. We have all have met people whose tendency
is to think negatively about others and who never have
a good thing to say about anyone. That person could be
our neighbor or someone at work, in school, in sports,
in the grocery line or even in our church. When the
person comes in our path, we might walk away and
avoid them because we just don’t know how to respond,
or because we have gotten so used to the person’s
negative rambling that it seems hopeless to try to help
them see things in a more positive light. How often did
people just avoid the South Korean Virginia Tech
student?

God tells us that we are to speak
His Word to all people that they may

Y
have hope for the forgiveness of sins = ey
All need to hear how He cares for us. J us

What kind of care did this young ; ;
Lighits the Vi

man receive in his life? Why was he

so full of hate for everyone around

him that he did not even speak to them even when they
spoke to him? | wonder if any one ever tried to share
Jesus with him. When did his heart take on this hate?
How did the devil get such a hold on him? When we are
left alone to our own thoughts, without discussion with
or input from others, or without facts to consider, we
may find ourselves having confused and delusional,
even evil, thoughts.

We need one another. In Genesis, . \ 0
God says it is not good for the man to = Uy
be alone. Our Lord is not referring only e

to man and wife; He is telling us all that

we need each other as companions and e~
friends. In Ephesians, Paul says that »C
those who live in Christ Jesus are one

Body. We are to speak with kindness and
encouragement to one another and to those who do not
yet know Him. When we share God’s Word, and couple
it with human touch, whether to an adult or an infant, we
emulate Jesus’ love. Using human care activities, such
as cooking meals, making baby layettes or prayer
shawls, being neighborhood greeters, etc. God gives us
opportunities to plant the seeds of His love in Jesus
Christ to others by speaking and showing His love
through His Word. He alone can change the heart of a
man from hate to love.

>

e )

Students wrote the following notes expressing their
thanks to the women of the Montana District LWML.

—ﬁj{’&‘ Joshua Pullmann — Thank you very much

(]ﬂ/ for Your generosity!

Matt Christensen — Thank you once again for your gener-
ous support. You have been such a blessing to me and my
family over the last few years. | pray that you will be able to
continue serving our Lord this way.

My family and | are looking forward to call day this year.
It is an exciting (but also scary) time for all of us who are
completing seminary this year. God’s blessings to all of you.

-~ %

S R4 .
THénK*!:IOU!

Richelle Magnuson — Thank you for your support. 1
am very grateful for your help. 1 would not be able
to make my goal of becoming a teacher without
your help. You do not know how much of a blessing
this is for me. 1 am in my second semester of my
second year and I am fully enjoying it. Thank you.

Katie Brown — Thank you so much!

Cameron Heiliger — Thank you so much! This is
a great help!
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MISSION GRANT UPDATE: Alaska Mission for Christ

The LORD reigns, let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. Psalm 97:1

Recently, | received an update letter from Alaska Mission for Christ
missionaries Corbie and Nancy Cross. After thanking us for our
support, they wrote the following letter concerning the evangelism
camps for which our grant will help to provide transportation.

“Another new venture was the first ever evangelism camp held in
Goodnews Bay. While it did not go as expected we discovered that
God had a better plan which turned into more than we had hoped.
We had originally planned to take some high school boys out camp-
ing and caribou hunting. This was to be done with a village elder ac-
companying us and we could therefore use it as a cultural experience
as well as share the Gospel message. Pastor Dennis Neels from
Homer accompanied me. When we arrived at the village we found
that the youth had changed their minds. However, we were greeted
by a young adult population who wanted to do some day trips. We
were then able to share with men in the village who were raising
families. This year we are

looking to expand on this approach to not
only share God’s Word but to also identify
potential leaders in the villagers that we
can provide training for.”

The AMC logo and motto are shown

-
2006-2008 MT DISTRICT LWML GRANTS
Requested Disbursed
1. Alaska Mission for Christ $2,500 $2,500
2. LBT- African Missionaries $1,178 $1,178
3. Concordia, Fort Wayne, Food Coop $2,000
4. Mission to the Blackfeet People $2,200
5. Crow Agency Trailer Repair $1,400 $1,400
6. Scholarships $10,000 $3,500
- -

LWML Board Action of Interest to Societies

The following motion was passed at the District LWML Board meeting on

February 17, 2007. A society will be able to increase its orders to accommodate

new members. However, this motion eliminates refunds on Quarteriies and
Missives during the year.

The number of Quarterlies and Missives ordered by a society may be increased four

times a year before the deadline in January, April, July and October.

The number of Quarterlies and Missives ordered by a Society may be decreased only

before the deadline in January for the current year.

ocket”).
yP )

District e
Treasurer ﬂ. ﬂﬁ
Reports L

The first year of the 2006-2008
biennium ended on March 31, 2007
with a total of $23,039 contributed
by our societies. We came within
$1,056 of reaching the goal for the
first year. Thanks to all who with their
prayers and money have contributed
to this goal.

Summer is coming and we have a
tendency to get out of the normal
routine and have a more relaxed
meeting schedule in our societies and
historically fall behind with our Mites.

Enjoy the summer, but don't forget
to prayerfully drop that coin in your
Mite Box (and another in your “purple

Lorli Mercer: Treasurer
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sisters in Christ.

God’s creation is blooming! The sun is shining, the birds are chirping, flowers are in their glorious array, and
daily life has taken on the routine of summer fun and relaxation. As summer approaches, there always seems
to be more energy and time. There is also more time for gathering together. Montana LWML ladies also take
advantage of summer as we come together to reflect on God’s love by learning, serving, and gathering as

The LWML Spring Rallies have been attended. The Rallies are always inspirational as we gather around God’s Word. The
Lutheran World Relief truck has been sent east with many pounds of gifts for those less fortunate. Many Montana LWMLers will

attend the convention.

A summer read is always a must. One book that will become a treasure is the new hymnal, Lutheran

Service Book. This tool of the church has already been a blessing to the church-at-large, to families, and o 42":"?,3
individuals. It has a section of beautiful and meaningful devotions and prayers, starting on page 292, that écaffuf}"’)

are great for personal, family, and small groups. A rich time of devotions can be found as you read/sing the "? o
verses of hymns. It is heartwarming to find some old favorites and exciting to discover new hymns that are A
rich in strong-Bible text. The Lutheran Service Book would be a good resource for your meetings and Bible Wediations

studies.

Your help is needed! Do you know where there is a
large purple LWML bag? Each zone has a display
board for use to help promote LWML. We are missing
one of the bags which make storing and transporting
the displays easier. If you locate it, please let me know.

B fowrnmecd
e foednead

Mark your calendar for the 2007 fall retreats. The
retreat for Fort Peck is scheduled for the weekend of
" September 22 and the Lincoln retreat is the weekend
of September 29. The theme for the retreats will be
“A Rendezvous With God” based on
2 Timothy 2:15.

Vice President
Darla Kaarre

Easter Triumph! Easter Joy! Christis
Risen! He is risen indeed! | pray that all
of your Holy Week and Easter
celebrations were truly blessed and a
refreshing reminder of what our Savior
has done for us. Alleluia!

i.f‘ HE: 9 3
1SpriSen.

he ie ot here,”

It is time to mark calendars for the fall retreats: September 21-22,
2007 at Fort Peck and September 28-29, 2007 at Cane Ridge. For
those of you wondering about the Fort Peck hotel reopening under
new ownership, it is true. | talked with Carl who confirmed our
reservations and said that John (former owner) has a restaurant not
far away and could cater in the food or that he may have the
restaurant open and running by September. So we are set again for
that location for this fall.

@) A Rendezvous with God \%

The theme of the fall retreats is "A Rendezvous With God" and is
based on the French meaning of rendezvous. It means “you present
yourself.” You can see how a rendezvous is us presenting
ourselves to another at a certain time and place for a specific
reason. The Bible studies will focus on presenting ourselves for
approval, instruction, correction, service and celebration. The
rendezvous theme is based on 2 Timothy 2:15. We will learn of
others who were instructed to rendezvous with God at certain times
and places for specific reasons. The final rendezvous is when God
presents us blameless and holy at the wedding feast of the

Lamb! Join us for this time of refreshment and study.

Many of you will be meeting in Sioux Falls for the biennial LWML
Convention. Pray for safe travel for all the sisters “rendezvous-ing”
at this time and place for the furthering of our mission to make
disciples of all nations. Pray that this time will be fruitful and that all
glory is HIS!
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All young women are encouraged to attend the
LWML Convention in Sioux Falls, South
Dakota, June 21-24, 2007! We’ll celebrate
LWML’s 65™ anniversary, fellowship with
other Montana women on our bus, and listen to
some great entertainment as we ROCK! Rest

Attention All Montana
District LWML Societies!

On Christ the King. Following are some
ROCK:-solid reasons to attend:

e Torejoice in the security found in God's
Word and love;

e To celebrate the oneness found in Jesus,
our King;

e To confidently and boldly share the Gospel
message; and

e To be led and guided by the Lord to per-
sonal avenues of service.

khkhkhhhkhkhhkhhhhkhhhhhkhkhix*k

The Impressions newsletter just for young
women at the LWML Web site has a new
look! Have you seen it? The most current
issue has a section entitled “From the Heart
of a YWR” and a special YWR devotion.
Plus, there is even more information
jam-packed into two pages for young
women (or women of any age) to download and print. Just go
to the LWML Web site (www.lwml.org); click on the left
under “Resources”; then “Young Women” to the Impressions
site. Download the current newsletter, print and enjoy!

. /mpressions

(1}
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It seems we never have enough time for the things
we need to get done in one day. Check out this
planning and organizing resource in the LWML
Catalog: Tapping the Time Treasure (code #71550).
This valuable resource will help you make the most
of your time. It offers six ideas for organizing and
25 ways to get more things done. Who wouldn’t value from
these tips and ideas, especially a busy young woman?

f[( ‘

Montana District
LWML Convention
April 25-27, 2008

Mount Olive Lutheran Church
Billings, Montana

on [his ROCK . ..

OMyasthew 16:18

Please plan on sending a Young Woman Representative
(YWR) from your group to the Montana District Convention
on April 25-27, 2008 in Billings, Montana! You might want
to consider paying for her registration, housing and travel to
attend the convention. You might even want to provide
childcare if she needs it! Have her mark the dates on her
calendar as soon as possible!

Following are some characteristics of a YWR that you might
want to consider when choosing someone from your society:

Has a strong relationship with God. Everything will
flow from this. The significance of the LWML
organization and the convention experience will
hold great meaning for her. Her faith will encourage
her as she carries out her responsibilities!

Has some knowledge of the Lutheran Women's
Missionary League. She will gain much from her
convention experience if she understands the basics
of the organization. Your society should make an
effort to provide some education and information for
her, prior to convention. This will insure greater
commitment from her and inspiration for her!
Know what is expected of her from your society
after convention, such as a report of the convention
and/or newsletter articles.

Has experience or potential in at least two of the
following areas: speaking, leading, recruiting,
encouraging. She will need to impact others on her
convention experience, so skills in some of these
areas would be helpful.

Has the ability to relate to various age groups of
young women in your congregation to share the
blessings of the LWML.

Has a desire to make a difference and be willing to
learn and get involved. Also, be willing to assume
the commitments asked of her by your society in a
sincere and dedicated manner.

Shari Mi//é'/,' YWR Chairman
Montana District LWML




National LWML Covwentionw Newsy

The Montana District LWML
photo will be taken on Friday
at 1:15 pm outside of the
front of the arena.

e v ¢ T

District President Pam Kercher requests that women
who are going to the national LWML convention
would please e-mail her at pamkerch@msn.com.

YWR Reunion Plawvwned

Were you a YWR at a national LWML convention? Come
and share your YWR story at a YWR Reunion, to be held
during the lunch hour on Friday, June 22, at the LWML
Convention in Sioux Falls. Pick up your pre-ordered box lunch
or purchase your lunch from the concessions, and join us for a
YWR Rockin' Reunion. Bring your experiences and bond with
other YWRs. Fun and fellowship provided. The
location of this event and more details will be
in the convention daily newspaper. Let us
‘ | J&| know if you plan to attend so we can have an
idea how many to prepare for. E-mail Anne

%%
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Montana District LWML Retreat September 21-22, 2007

So

S

So

-
Hartman at amhartman@charter.net
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Fort Peck, MT

Montana District LWML Retreat September 28-29, 2007
Cane Ridge, Lincoln, MT

Montana District LWML Convention April 25-27, 2008
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Billings, MT
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